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C  ıą d  H A a À4  W o l e  T ,

A s  w e  m e e t fo r th e  5 4 th G e n e ra l C o u n c il m e e tin g o f th e  N C E RT
,  
it is im p o rta n t th a t w e  u se  th is

o p p o rtu n ity , 
n o t m e re ıy to  d is c u s s a d m in istra tiv e  is s u e s

, 
b u t e n B a g e  o n  th e  c o re  fu n c tio n  o f N C E RT

th e  c re a tio n  o f te x tb o o ks fo r m illio n s o f stu d e n ts w h o  a re  stu dyin g in  s c h o o ls a c ro s s th e  c o u n try A t

th e  o u ts e t
, 
le t m e  c o n g ra tu ıa te  y o u  fo r in itia tin g th e  p ro c e ss o f re v ie w in g th e  te x tb o o ks in  a lı s u bje c t

a re a s a n d s p e c ific a ıly s e e kin g s u gg e stio n s fro m  th e  te a c h e rs in  th is re g a rd

T e x tbo o ks h a v e  o fte n  b e e n  c h a n g e d w ith th e  c h a n g e  o f g o v e rn m e n ts A s n e w  go v e rn m e n ts  c o m e  in
,

th e y c ritiq u e  th e  e a rıie r b o o ks H o w e v e r
, 
th e  tra g e dy o f o u r e d u c a tio n  syste m  is  th a t the s e  c ritiq u e s

a re  o n ıy id e o ıo g ic a l So m e  g o v e rn m e n ts b rin g in  le ft w in g a c a d e m ic ia n s
, 

o th e rs b rin g in  rig ht w in g

a c a d e m ic ia n s a n d th e y c ritiđz e  te x tb o o ks a n d c u rric u lu m  o n  id e o ıo gic a l g ro u n d s H o w e v e r
, 
th is

id e o ıo g ic a ı b a ttle  ig n o re s th e  v e ry  p e rso n  w h o  n e e d s to  b e  a t th e  c e n tre  o f this  d e b a te  : th e  c h iıd

T h e  G o v e rn m e n t o f N C T  o f D e lh i h a s b e e n  stro n g ly c o m m itte d to  im p ro v in g th e  q u a lity o f

g o v e rn m e n t s c h o o l e d u c a tio n A s a n  Ed u c a tio n  M in iste r ı h a v e  p e rs o n a lıy in te ra c te d w ith h u n d re d s

stu d e n ts  in  th e  p a st tw o  y e a rs
, 
ta lkin g to  th e m

, 
v isitin g th e ir c ïa ss ro ò m s

,  
s e e in g th e ir n o te b o o k s

,

d is c u s sin g th e ir c u rric u lu m  a n d te x tbo o ks I th in k it is im p o rta n t to  re v ie w  o u r te x tb o o ks fro m  th e ir

p e rs p e c tiv e W e  n e e d to  m o v e  b e y o n d th e  d ic h o to m y o f le ft a n d rig ht a n d b rin g th e  c h iıd to  th e

c e n tre  o f o u r d is c u s s io n 1 b e lie v e  th a t th e  N C E R T  bo o ks n e e d to  b e  re v ie w e d fro m  th e  fo ılo w in g

p e rs p e c tiv e

*  Is th e  te x tb o o ks c hild frie n d ly a c ro s s a lı sta g e ? In  o th e r w o rd s
, 
d o e s it h e lp c hild re n  b u ild o n

th e ir o w n  life  e x p e rie n c e s in  th e ir q u e st fo r le a rn ın g?

 A r e t he s e  b oo k s a p p r op r iat e f or  the  c h ildr en  '
s

 e x i sting  lea r ni ng  lev e ıs? ıs t he i r l an g u a g e�

c h iıd frie n d ly?

*  D o  th e s e  b o o ks a ttra c t a n d in te re st c hiıd re n ? In  o the r w o rd s
, 
d o  c hiıd re n  ıo o k fo rw a rd to

p ic kin g it u p a n d re a d in g o n  th e ir o w n  a s c u rio u s re a d e r to  kn o w  o r u n d e rsta n d s o m e

in te re stin g p he n o m e n a  o r e v e n ts?

ı c o u ıd h a v e  c o n stitu te d a  c o m m itte e  to  e x a m in e  th e  te x tb o o ks a n d c o m e  u p w ith a n sw e rs  to  th e s e

q u e stio n s B u t I c h o o s e  to  ta ke  d iffe re n t ro u te O v e r th e  la st fe w  m o n th s
, 
ı h a v e  p e rs o n a lly re a d th e

te x tb o o ks p u bıis h e d by N C E RT. p a rtic u la rıy th e  o n e s p re p a re d fo r stu d e n ts o f Std 1 to  8 H a v e  m e t

c ıo s e  to  2 0 0 s c ho o ı te a c h e rs  in  d iffe re n t g ro u ps
, 
h u n d re d s o f stu d e n ts in  d iffe re n t g o v e rn m e n t

s c h o o ls a n d d e ta ile d s e s sio n s w ith a bo u t 2 0  te a c h e rs  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  te a c h in g stu d e n ts o f Std 6 to

10  in  th e  g o v e rn m ė n t s c h o o ls o f D e lhi fo r the  p e rio d ra n g in g fro m  3 to  20 y e a rs In  th is p ro c e s s w e
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cıo s e ly e x a m in e d th e  te x tb o o ks o f H in d i
, 
E n gıis h , 

M a th s
, 
N a tu ra l S c ie n c e /E n v ıro n m e n ta l S c ie n c e  a n d

so c ia ı st ie n c e

B e fo re  s h a rin g o u r o b s e rv a tio n s o n  th e  p o in ts th a t w e  h a v e  ra ise d a bo v e
, 
ıe t m e  a ıs o  te ll yo u  th e

e x te n t o f th e  u s a s e  o f th e s e  b o o ks in  go v e rn m e n t s c h o o ls o f D e lhi W e  h a v e  10 24 sc ho o ls ru n  by th e

D ire c to ra te  o f Ed u c a tio n
,  
G o v e rn m e n t o f N C T  D e lhi T h e  a u th o ris e d te x tb o o ks in  o u r s c h o o ıs a re  the

o n e s p u b lis h e d by N C ERT Fo r Std 1 to  8 h a v in g a b o u t 7 5 la c s c h ïıd re n
,  

th e  D e ıh i B u re a u  o f

T e x tbo o ks  p u b lis h e s a n d d istrib u te s  th e  b o o ks p re p a re d by N C E R T A b o u t 7 la c s stu d e n ts e n ro ıle d in

Std 9 to  1 2
,  p u rc h a s e  th e  b o o ks p u b lis h e d by N C E RT  d ire c tly fro m  b o o ks h o p s u s in g th e  fin a n c ia l

a s s ista n c e  p ro v id e d by th e  g o v e rn m e n t

W e  re v ie w e d th e s e  b o o ks (p a rtic u ıa rly th e  o n e s  fo r Std 3 to  8 ) s u bje c t w is e  a n d o u r d e ta ile d in p u ts

a re  e n c lo s e d H o w e v e r
, 
th e  e x c e rpts o f o u r a n a ıys e s a re  a s fo llo w s

G E N E R A L C O M M E N T S

1 0 v e ra ıl u pto  Std 5
, 

th e  bo o ks a tte m pts to  strike  c o n n e c t w ith c h iıd re n  b u t fro m  Std 6

o n w a rd s it b e c o m e s  e x tre m e ly te x t h e a v y

2 E x c e pt fo r th e  b o o k
" S o c ia l a n d P o litic a l Life  

" (Sa a m ajik Ev a m  R a jn a itik Je e v a n ) in  S o c ia l

S c ie n c e  it is n o t c ıe a r a t tim e s w h e th e r th e  bo o k is fo r c hild re n  o r th e ir te a c h e rs A re

te x tb o o ks in te n d e d fo r te a c h e rs to  te a c h fro m ? A re  th e y in te n d e d fo r re a d in g a ıo u d in  th e

c la s s ro o m ? A re  th e y in te n d e d fo r stu d e n ts to  re a d b e fo re  th e y c o m e  to  th e  cıa s s ro o m ? O r

a fte r th e y h a v e  b e e n  ta u g ht th e  ıe s s o n ? l b e lie v e  th a t w e  n e e d to  re thin k th e  p u rp o s e  o f

o u r te x tb o o ks ı b e lie v e  th a t w e  n e e d to  re th in k th e  p u rp o s e  o f th e  te x tbo o ks

3 ın  th e  ıig ht o f th e  e v id e n c e  a v a ila ble  th ro u g h A n n u a l Sta tu s o f Ed u c a tio n  R e p o rt (A S E R ) o f

ta s t m a n y y e a rs w h ic h p o in ts th a t m o re  th a n  4 0 %  stu d e n ts  in  S td 6  c a n n o t re a d a  te x t o f Std

2 le v e l
, 
is  it a p p ro p ria te  to  d e s ig n  th e  b o o ks w ith so  h e a v y te x ts? O u r o w n  b a se ıin e  s u rv e y

d o n e  by th e  te a c h e rs in  Ju ly 2 0 16 o f th e ir stu d e n ts in  Std 6 o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t s c h o o ls  o f

D e ıh i fo u n d th a t 74 %  stu d e n ts  c o u ıd n o t re a d a  p a ra g ra p h fro m  th e ir o w n  te x tb o o ks U n d e r

th e s e  c irc u m sta n c e s
, 
is it a p p ro p ria te  to  d e s ig n  a  b o o k w h e re  th e  te x t is o rg a n is e d in  d o u ble

c o ıu m n  w ith  s in gıe  s p a c e  a n d s m a ïı fo n t s iz e  m a kin g th e  p a g e  ıo o k e x tre m e ıy d e n s e S c ie n c e

te x tbo o ks s ta rtin g fro m  Std 6 o n w a rd s is p re c is e ly  ıike  th a t T h e  v e ry d e s ig n  o f th e  te x tbo o ks

e x c lu d e s a  ıa rg e  s e g m e n t o f c h ild re n  in  o u r c ıa s s ro o m

SC ıEN C E

C o n tra ry to  th e  in te n tio n  o f h a v in g a n  in te ra c tio n  w ith a  c h ild
, 
th e  to n e  in  th e  S c ie n c e  te x tb o o ks

fro m  Std 6 to  8 is v e ry d ire c tio n a ı ıe a v in g littıe  s c o p e  o f a n y d ia lo g u e T he  la n g u a g e  in  H in d i m e d iu m

b o o ks is e x tre m e ly d iĦic u lt a n d u s e s w o rd s th a t e v e n  y o u  a n d I w o u ld n o t u n d e rs ta n d e a s ily , 
le t

a ıo n e  c hild re n  w ho  a re  s tru gg lin g w ith ba s ic  re a d in g s kills T h e  h e a v y la n g u a g e  c re a te s a  sc e n a rio  o f

e x c lu s io n  o f th e s e  c h iıd re n  fro m  g a in in g a n y kn o w ıe dg e  o n  th e s e  s u bje c ts
,  
a n d th e y a re  ıe ft w ith n o

c h o ic e  b u t to  m e m o ris e  th e  in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  b o o ks T hıs d iffic u lt ıa n g u a g e  th e  c h a in  o f th o u g hts

fo r the  c h ild a n d th e re fo re  th e  c o m p le x ity o f ıa n g u a g e  c o m e s in  the  w a y o f u n d e rsta n d in g th e

s c ie n tific  c o n c e p t M e a n in g o f th e  s c ie n tific  te rm  a lo n g w ith illu stra tio n  o n  th e  s a m e  p a g e  w h e re  it is

m e n tio n e d w o u ıd b e tte r s e rv e  th e  p u rp o se  ra th e r th a n  g iv in g it a t th e  e n d o f th e  c h a pte r

M A T H E M A T ICS
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In  M a the rrıa tic s
, 
th e re  s e e m s to  b e  a n  in fo rm a tio n  o v e rıo a d T h e  a c tiv itie s a re  lo st in  d e ta ile d

in stru c tio n s T h e  e m p h a sis  s e e m s m o re  o n  a ïg o rithm  to  a rriv e  a t th e  rig ht a n s w e r A lı q u e stio n s in

th e  te x tbo o ks re q u ire  c h ild re n  o n ıy to  u s e  th e  a lgo rith m
, 
ra the r tha n  c o n n e c t m a th e m a tics  to  the ir

liv e B u ild in g fro m  c o n c re te  a n d c o n n e c tin g it w ith a b s tra c t is m is sin g the re fo re  it b e c o m e s d iffic u ıt

fo r th e  c hild to  fin d a n y re la tio n  be tw e e n  th e  m a th e m a tic s in  he r d a ily ıife  w ith the  o n e  p re s e n te d in

h e r bo o k T h e  v e ry a p p ro a c h to  m a th e m a tic s  n e e d s to  c h a n g e  to  firs t c o n n e c t it w ith th e  c h lıd
'
s life

a n d th e n  ta ke  it to w a rd s a b stra c t co n c e p ts

EN G U S H

E n gıis h is n o t th e  first la n g u a g e  o f m o st c h iıd re n  in  o u r s c ho o ıs In  m o st c a s e s
, 
th e re  is v e ry little

s c o p e  fo r the  c hiıd to  h e a r E n gıis h o th e r th a n  th o se  d u rin g th e  E n gıis h p e rio d D e s p ite  th is
, 
a điv itie s

o n  ıiste n in g a n d s p e a kin g a re  ıa rg e ly m is s in g fro m  the  te x tb o o ks Fu rth e r
, 
th e  w ritin g ta s k in  p rim a ry

g ra d e s  te x tb o o ks  is w ith o u t v is u a l o r v e rba ı cıu e s T e x t in  the  u pp e r p rim a ry c la s s b o o ks a re  n o t

c o n te m po ra ry h e n c e  th e  c h ild fin d s it d iffic u lt to  e sta blish c o n n e c t M a n y sto rie s ha v e  d iffic u lt

v o c a b u la ry a n d c o m pıe x  th e m e s

H IN D I

H in di te x tb o o ks
, p a rtic u la rly tho se  fo r Std 6 to  8

, 
th e  c ho ic e  o f te x t a ss u m e s  tha t by th e  tim e

c h iıd re n  c o m e  to  u p p e r p rim a ry cıa s s e s  th e y c a n  re a d te x t w h e th e r n a rra tiv e  o r in fo rm a tiv e  q u ite

fıu e n tly H o w e v e r
, 
if th a t īs  n o t th e  c a s e  tha n  th e  te x t

,  
d u e  to  v a rie d fo rm  o f ıa n g u a g e s  in  d iffe re n t

p ro s e  a n d p o e try c o m e s  in  th e  w a y o f c hiıd u n d e rsta n d in g Fo r e x a m pıe ,  
the re  a re  m a n y sto rie s

re ıa te d to  G a n d hiji
'
s ııfe  tha t w o u ıd b e  o f in te re st to  c hild re n  a n d th a t c a n  c o m m u n ic a te  th e  d e s ire d

v a ıu e s  to  th e m  b u t th e  c ho ic e  fo r Std 7
,

" A s h ra m  K a  A n u a m a n it V y a y ıe a v e s  th e  c h ild to  d e a l w ith

ite m s w hic h a re  n o t in  u s e  a n y m o re  a n d c a ıc u ïa tio n  o f c o st w ith little  cıa rity o n  w h a t it s e e ks to

te a c h

S O C IA L S C ıE N C E

S o c ia l S c ie n c e  c o m e s  a c ro s s  a s  a  v a st s u bje c t h a v in g th re e  te x tb o o ks in  u p p e r p rim a ry c ıa s s e s S o c ia l

a n d P o ıitic a l Life
, 
G e o g ra p hy a n d H isto ry I w o u ld like  to  c o m pıim e n t y o u  o n  th e  q u a lity a n d

c re a tiv ity o f th e
'S o c ia ı a n d P o ıitic a l Life  

' (S P L) te x tbo o ks M a n y o th e r te x tb o o ks n e e d to  le a rn  fro m

th e s e  S P L b o o ks
,  

e s p e c ia lly its a tte m pts to  re la te  th e  s u bje ct w ith the  w o rld a ro u n d th e  c hild In

te rm s  o f d e s ig n
, 
the  te x tb o o k o f S P L lo o ks the  m o st in te ra c tiv e  w ith s e v e ra l e x a m p le s H o w e v e r th e

e x a m p le s
, 
in s te a d o f b e in g ilıu stra tiv e  fo r th e  c h ild a re  m e n tio n e d a s e x ha u stiv e  o r s o  it tu rn s  o u t to

b e Fo r e x a m p le ,  
in  th e  te x tb o o k o f Std 6

,  p a g e  9 9 th e  th e re  is a  q u e stio n  to  th e  c hild to  sta te  th e

n a tu re  o f in e q u a lity fa c e d by a  c h a rte r in  th e  te x tb o o k T h is p ro m o te s ro te  ıe a rn in g a n d d o e s n o t

e n c o u ra g e  th e  c h ild to  c ritic a lly re fle c t o n  in e q u a ıity th a t s he /h e  e n c o u n te rs in  th e ir o w n  life O u t o f

a ll th e  S o c ia l S c ie n c e  te x tb o o ks
, 
th e  o n e

'

s  w hic h se e m  m o s t c h ild u n frie n d ly a re  th e  g e o g ra p hy
b o o ks b e in g c o n te n t a n d c o n c e pt h e a v y , 

w itho u t a n y a tte m pts to  re la te  th e  s u bje c t to  the  ıife  o f the

c hild In  Std 7
, 
th e  c h a pte r 

" H a m a ri P rithv i ke  A n d a r
'

s e v e ra ı in fo rm a tio n  re la te d to  th e  in te rio r o f

e a rth is  e x p la in e d in  ju st th re e  p a g e s T h e se  a re  p u re  fa c ts a n d th e  w a y it is p re s e n te d le a v e s  n o

o ptio n  fo r th e  c h ild to  ju st c ra m  it a n d re p ro d u c e  in  e x a m s O n e  s m a lı s iz e  m a p is u s e d to  illu stra te

s e v e ra ı p h e n o m e n o n H isto ry te x tb o o k is the  m o st o v e rlo a d e d in  te rm s  o f c o n te n t
, 
o f a ll th e  th re e  in

S o c ia ı S c ie n c e  s u bje c t ın  Std 6 its e lf th e re  a re  12 c ha pte rs T he re  a re  to o  m a n y c ro s s re fe re n c in g
a c ro ss d iffe re n t c h a pte rs T h e  Std 7 te x tbo o k c o v e rs th e  c o n te n t w h ic h is  ta u ght in  tw o  fu ıl p a  p e rs in
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th e  u n d e rg ra d u a te  d e g re e  in  D e lhi U n iv e rs ity T o w a rd s th e  e n d o f c h a pte r it sa ysı

" A a o  P hir Se  Ya a d
Ka re n  

"

(Le t u s m e m o ris e  a g a in ) T h is a p p ro a c h re ite ra te s th e  fa c t th a t histo ry c a n  b e  ıe a rn t o n ly by
m e m o risin g ke y d a te s a n d e v e n ts

T he se  a re  s o m e  o f th e  e x a m p le s pıe a se  re fe r th e  e n c lo s u re s fo r m o re  d e ta ile d a n a lys e s

W e  a re  sh a rin g o u r in p u ts w ith yo u  w ith the  e x p e cta tıo n  th a t th e  n e x t se rie s o f N C ER T  te x tbo o ks

w o u ıd b e  s ig n ific a n tly be tte r th a n  th e  c u rre n t s e rie s W e  w o u ld like  to  s u gg e st th a t a t th e  be gin n in g
o f e a c h c h a pte r o r to p ic , 

th e  o bje c tiv e s o f te a c hın g th a t to p ic/c h a pte r
, 
ho w  it c o n n e cts  w ith the

P re v io u s to pic s/c h a pte rs  a n d w h a t le a rn in g o u tc o m e  is so u g ht to  be  a c h ie v e d by te a c h in g th a t

s ho u ld b e  sta te d T h is a p p ro a t h m ight h e lp y o u  in  d e te rm in in g w h a t s ho u ld b e  in c lu d e d a n d w h a t

sh o u ıd b e  le ft o u t

D e lhi g o v e rn m e n t c o n d u c te d a n  e x te n siv e  e x e rc is e  w h e re  24
, 
000 te a c h e rs w e re  in v o lv e d in  th e

c re a tio n  o f s u p ple m e n ta ry m a te ria l
,

'p ra ga ti
'

, 
th a t a tte m pts to  o v e rc o m e  th e  sh o rtc o m in g s in  th e

te x tbo o ks
, 
a s fe ıt by th e  te a c h e rs th e m se lv e s I a m  a ls o  in c lu din B s o m e  s a m p le  c o p ie s  o f

'p ra g a ti
'

, 
fo r

y o u r re fe re n c e
, 
a s to  h o w  te x tb o o ks c a n  be  m a d e  m o re  e n g a sin g a n d c hiıd frie n dıy

I h o p e  y o u  fin d o u r in p u ts u s e fu ı a n d w e  lo o k fo rw a rd to  n e x t e d itio n  o f th e  N C ERT  te x tb o o ks th a t

c a te rs to  th e  e m e rg in B te a m in g n e e d s o f to d a y
'

s  c hild re n
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E n c lo s u re s
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3 A n n e x u re  3 : M a th s
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